
Northeast Socioeconomic Data
Colfax County

Median Age

Population

Median Household Income

12,387 (2020)

13,750 (2010)

50.2 (2019)

$36,302 (2019)

Guadalupe County

Median Age

Population

Median Household Income

$24,798 (2019)

43.1 (2019)

4,452 (2020)

4,687 (2010)

Colfax County has a deep cultural heritage that peaked during
the western railroad expansion that established its county seat,
Raton, as a once prominent mining town, ranching center, and
trade post that sits on the New Mexico/Colorado border. Like
Las Vegas, Raton also contains a plethora of historic mixed-
use buildings, in a walk-able downtown area. Revitalizing these
culturally significant buildings can offset the cost of developing
new land, maintain the historical significance of Raton, and
increase the residential and commercial density of its
downtown area.

Colfax County is served by Amtrak service and the I-25 which
connects the county to nearby metropolitan areas and freight
routes. Currently, the county is seeing a burgeoning tourism
industry from the Whittington Center, a recreational shooting
facility, the Angel Fire Ski Area and Eagle Nest to the west that
sits on the Enchanted Circle scenic by-way, and many outdoor
recreational areas for hiking, mountain biking, fishing and
skiing. Currently, Raton is underway to improve their downtown
area. In October 2016, Raton received two New Mexico
Mainstreet Grants totaling $320,000 to make streetscape
improvements such as installing new streetlights and improve
sidewalk and road crossings. 111 Park is an Espresso Bar that
was previously a long-standing bar vacant for many years.
Tapping into Raton’s existing infrastructure, encouraging infill
development, and mixed-use revitalization efforts will allow
Raton and more broadly, Colfax County, to attract more local
businesses and affordable housing.

Guadalupe County was named after Our Lady of
Guadalupe and formed from a chunk of land south of San
Miguel County in 1891. In Santa Rosa, The Blue Hole, an 80-
foot deep diving hole, also known as the “great blue gem” is
located in the east desert. The Blue Hole is used for
recreational purposes and is part of a vast seven-lake water
system. Additionally, the county holds the Santa Rosa Lake
State Park, Santa Rosa Dam. And a local fish hatchery.

Guadalupe County also houses the land grant Anton
Chico. The land grant was created in 1822, with the original
size being 376,537 acres. The original settlers were from La
Cuesta (currently Villanueva) 12 miles upstream from the
Pecos River. However, raids drove out the settlers, and the
settlement was abandoned in 1827. Anton Chico resettled in
1836. Anton Chico gained its maximum population of 900
people in 1890. Anton Chico has an estimated population of
189 as of 2018. estimated to have a population of 189 as of
2018.



Harding County

Median Age

Population

Medium Household Income

$29,035 (2019)

58.5 (2019)

657 (2020)

695 (2010)

Mora County

Median Age

Population

Median Household Income

$28,446 (2019)

55.2 (2019)

4,189 (2020)

4,881 (2010)

San Miguel County

Quay County

Median Age

Population

Median Household Income

Median Age

Population

Median Household Income

$29,035 (2019)

$30,946 (2019)

43.4 (2019)

44.0 (2019)

8,746 (2020)

9,041 (2010)

29,393 (2020)

27,201 (2010)

Route 39 runs the total expanse of the county from
south to north, passing through the county seat of
Mosquero and the largest town of Roy, NM further
North. Highway 120 runs West from Roy, NM into Mora
county, connecting with Interstate 25 in Wagon Mound,
NM Just northwest of Mills, NM is the Kiowa National
Grasslands. The Grasslands encompass about 215 sq.
miles of plains. The Canadian River has carved a
canyon that is about 800 feet deep over the centuries.
In the middle of this canyon, you can find crumbling
adobe ruins. About 7 miles northeast of Roy, NM is the
Chicosa Lake State Park. This lake sits atop the
Ogallala water aquifer and was closed in 1996 due to
the lake drying completely. Harding County has seen a
downturn in population trending since the 1930s. In the
1930 census, there was a population of 4,421 and in
2010, a population of 695. The average decline in the
population is -48% from 1980-2015.

Mora County sits between San Miguel County to the
south and Colfax County to the north. Like Colfax and
San Miguel Counties, Mora sits on the eastern end of
the Southern Rocky Mountains and is served by the I-
25 which connects to Santa Fe, Albuquerque, Las
Vegas, NM and Raton. Because of its connection to
nearby metros and economic hubs, nearly half of the
residents in Mora work outside of the county. Like
other rural counties, Mora is experiencing a decline in
population and an increase in the median age. A large
share of the workforce is in the farm industry (34%)
with about 17% in the public sector and an additional
49% in the private sector. In the Mora County
Economic Development Marketing Plan (2015), the
community listed tourism/recreation, renewable energy/
green energy, value added agriculture and creative
enterprises as industries that they want to see grown
within the county. Despite high poverty levels and low
wages, Mora County is in a strategic position to meet
our 21st century needs in renewable energy generation
due to its high annual exposure to sunlight, and
value-added agriculture that draws on many
generations of farming in the county.

Quay county has a population of about 9,041
spanning about 2,882 sq. miles, according to the
2010 census. The county seat is Tucumcari, NM
founded in 1901 and currently holding about half of
the county’s population with about 4,881 inhabitants
estimated in 2018. Interstate 40 runs through the
county east to west through Tucumcari parallel with
Historic Route 66 that spans from Chicago, IL to Los
Angeles, CA.

In the northern section of the county sits the Ute
Reservoir and Ute Lake State Park extending for
nearly 13 miles. A great place to experience camping,
water sports, and fishing make the Ute Reservoir a
great attraction for local New Mexicans. Other points
of interest include the Tucumcari Mountain and
Mesalands Community College along with Route 66
Museums. The median household income for Quay
County is $26,663. Men’s median income is about
1.31 times higher than women at about $41,925.

San Miguel County is mostly characterized by its
county seat and largest city, Las Vegas which contains
about 50% of the county’s overall population.
Combined with the Pecos Subarea, also connected to
the I-25 to the west, this portion of the county
contains about 63.7% of the population with the rest
living in the rural part of the state extending towards
the east.

This part of the county connects commuters and
visitors to nearby metros of Santa Fe and
Albuquerque to the west and Raton, Colorado
Springs and Denver to the north. Las Vegas has a
diverse architectural mix extending back to the 19th
century and has untapped potential in revitalizing its
historic buildings, attracting a mix of residential and
commercial uses, attracting tourists and new
residents to its walkable neighborhoods. Some
threats to San Miguel’s long term resiliency is it’s 6.6%
decrease in population between 2010 and 2018 and
an increase in median age from 39 to 47 during the
same time period. San Miguel County contains a
median income of $29,168 and 19.6% of its income
earners make an income of under $10,000. Attracting
a more robust workforce, implementing place-making
and downtown revitalization efforts in Las Vegas, and
retaining young people from Highlands University will
all help Las Vegas maximize its potential.



Union County

Median Age

Population

Median Household Income

$35,884 (2019)

39.8 (2019)

4,079 (2020)

4,549 (2010)

Northeast Commuter Data

Union County is the northeastern most county in New
Mexico founded in 1893 with its county seat being
Clayton, NM. The population of Union county is 4,059
in 2019 with an area of about 3,831 sq. miles. Union
County borders Colorado to the north and both
Texas and Oklahoma to the east. The Capulin and
Rabbit Ears Mountains are both great tourist attractions
with the more notable being the Capulin Volcano
National Monument about 3 miles north of Capulin with
winding hiking trails. In 1916 President Woodrow
Wilson designated the site as a great source for
understanding the natural process of volcanic
extinction. At the rim is a parking lot that overlooks the
hollowed-out center of the extinct volcano where
tourists can gaze into the 400- foot deep caldera. Union
County also houses the Clayton Lake State Park and
Dinosaur Trackways. As of 2018, the median
household income of Union County is $37,936 with a
0.795% decline from the previous year.



Northeast Crash Data

County Name Alcohol-Involved
Fatalities Unbelted Fatalities Under 21 (15-20)

with a BAC

Colfax 1 1 0

Guadalupe 1 3 0

Harding 0 0 0

Mora 1 1 0

Quay 2 1 0

San Miguel 0 1 0

Union 0 2 0

Total for Region 5 9 0

Fatalities by County Relating to Alcohol, Belt Use, and Under 21 BAC, 2021 to
Date (NM Monthly Traffic Fatality Report, 2021)

Transportation Related Fatalities (NM Monthly Traffic Fatality Report, 2021)

County Name 2021 (To Date) 2019 (Total) Total per County

Colfax 4 2 6

Guadalupe 3 3 6

Harding 0 0 0

Mora 4 1 5

Quay 4 2 6

San Miguel 1 8 9

Union 2 2 4

Total for Region 18 18 36



Northeast Survey Responses
What are the top 3 transportation-related challenged in your community?

What are the top 3 transportation-related challenges in your community?

Roadway Maintenance

Trails

Public Transit (Bus/Transit)

Bridges

Bike Lanes/Paths

Sidewalks

Roadway Improvements (Safety)

Access to healthcare

Access to jobs, and Connection
to other communities

Lack of public transit

Highway Safety, Mobility for Seniors,
Pedestrian/Bicyclist Safety


