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The draft criteria below reflect the discussion between the Metropolitan Planning Organizations (MPOs), Regional 
Transportation Planning Organizations (RTPOs), and NMDOT at the Project Prioritization Criteria Discussion on Feb. 21, 
2020. Once these criteria are finalized, NMDOT will develop an LGTPF-specific application, including the Required 
Criteria. It will be a Word document so MPOs/RTPOs that decide to include additional criteria will be able to add their 
own questions. 
 
MPOs and RTPOs that rank their planning-area’s LGTPF project applications must, at a minimum, use the Required 
Criteria to rank their projects. MPOs and RTPOs may also use additional criteria to rank their projects, as desired by their 
member entities. MPOs and RTPOs may assign points and weights to the Required Criteria and Optional Criteria (if using) 
as desired, to reflect regional priorities. Most importantly, the MPO/RTPO must provide a ranked list to the NMDOT 
District Office. This will communicate the MPO’s/RTPO’s highest priority projects to the District Office. 
 
If an MPO/RTPO elects not to rank projects, the NMDOT District Office will use the Required Criteria to rank projects 
from the District area. However, this ranking may not align with the highest priority projects as defined by the MPO or 
RTPO.  
 
Required Project Prioritization Criteria: 

1. Planning: Is this project identified as a priority on a local or regional planning or programming document? 
And/or is this project consistent with local or regional plans 

2. Project readiness:  
a. If awarded, will the applicant be able to start spending the money within 3 months from receiving the 

fully executed project agreement?  
b. Does the recipient have necessary budget for match?  
c. Does the recipient have other necessary agreements, such as signal or lighting (if applicable)? 

3. Priority Bridge: Is this project addressing a bridge on the NMDOT’s Local Bridge Priority List for Replacement / 
Rehabilitation? (Note: this list is available from the respective District Office.) 

4. Phasing:  
a. Is this project part of a phased project previously funded with other state funds (e.g. Local Government 

Road Fund, Municipal Arterial Program, capital outlay, etc.)?  
b. Is this project part of a phased project previously funded with LGTPF? If so, what year? 

 
Optional Project Prioritization Criteria, as discussed at the Feb. 21, 2020 meeting: 

1. Safety:  
a. Have there been crashes in the project area? 
b. Will this project reduce crashes in the area? If yes, please explain.  

2. Multimodal: Does the project increase or improve multimodal options (i.e. transit, bicycle or pedestrian 
infrastructure)?  If yes, please explain. 

3. Pavement Category Suggestion: If using Safety and Multimodal, one idea was to create a separate category for 
Pavement projects, as it may be hard to compare a multimodal to a pavement preservation project. 

4. Other, as desired by an MPO’s/RTPO’s member entities 


